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By George Bisharat

EN. BARBARA BOXER introduced

legislation last month that

would allow Israel to continue

racially profiling Americans of

Arab and Muslim heritage who
travel to Israel, even as it confers new
privileges on Israelis traveling to the
United States.

I wonder whether she understands
what it’s like for her Arab American con-
stituents to enter Israel.

I always bet myself how long it will
take for Ben Gurion Airport’s security
screeners to detect my heritage. My giv-
en names are European, and my family
name is an unusual pluralization of a
common Arab name that sometimes
throws even Arabic speakers. My hair is
graying and my complexion, somewhere
between that of my Palestinian father
and my blue-blood American mother (a
descendant of William Samuel Johnson,
a signer of the U.S. Constitution), does
not distinguish me. I dress like a typical
American law professor, albeit one who
isonvacation.

But the moment always arrives. The
screeners, typically youngsters half my
age, grow tenser and the questions be-
gin: “Where was your father born? Where
areyou going in Israel? What is your pur-
pose here? Where will you stay? How
many times have you been here before?
Who do you know in Israel?” I respond,
patiently and truthfully. On it goes for
hours, punctuated by long waits on hard
benches as increasingly senior interro-
gators shuttle in. Occasionally I am
strip-searched. When I clear customs,
the non-Arab passengers from my flight
have long since departed the airport. I
endure this whether traveling alone or
with my family. In 2000, my daughter
spent a substantial part of her ninth
birthday contending with such a Ben
Gurion Airport welcome committee.

The Israeli routine is well known to
American government officials. The
State Department’s Israel travel advi-
sory includes this caution: “U.S. citizens
DANIEL FISHEL For The Times whom Israeli authorities suspect of be-
ing of Arab, Middle Eastern or Muslim
origin” may be denied “entry or exit
without explanation.”

So why then have Boxer and her 18

o [
senatorial co-sponsors proposed a U.S.-
Israel Strategic Partnership Act that
would, among other things, include Isra-
el in a visa waiver program that would
make it easier for Israelis to visit the

United States? Currently, citizens of 37
participating countries can enter the
U.S. without a visa. American citizens
By Megan Marshall can enter each of those countries on
identical terms. Israel would be No. 38 —
at least in terms of easy entry to the
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